
Building Up the Temple

Ephesians 2:11-22

Introduction

I. The Statement of the Union – 2:11-13
A. Past Disunion - 2:11-12
“Wherefore” - Διὸ is the strongest word he could find to remind them of how bad their position was {once} before salvation. 
“You were once Gentiles in the flesh” - God made the Gentiles too, but they had not been chosen by God, as the Jews were, to receive the revelation from God.
They were called uncircumcision by the circumcision. Circumcision was the outward sign of the Jews spiritual connection to God. They had long-since forgotten the spiritual part and glorified the outward sign instead. Since the Gentiles lacked the external “sign” of circumcision, they lacked the five privileges God had given to the nation Israel.
1. Without Christ – “that at that time you were without Christ.”
So, the Gentiles were without Christ.” - That is: they had no national hope of the Messiah.
2. Separated from the Nation Israel – “being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel”
The Jews were the only representatives of God on the earth. To be separated from them, was to be separated from God.
3. Strangers from the Covenants – “strangers from the covenants of promise”
They had no direct participation in God’s covenants and thus had no hope of future glory and blessing as Israel did. Israel’s “covenants” include the Abrahamic (Gen. 12; 15; 17, the Palestinian (Deut. 28-30), the Davidic (2 Sam. 7, Ps. 89), and the New (Jer. 31:31-34). These assured Israel of national existence, a land, a king, and an earthly kingdom.
4. Without Hope – “having no hope”
They could not expect a Messiah-deliverer and kingdom.
5. Without God in the World – “without God in the world”
Their life had no meaning, no hope, no purpose and no direction. So is anyone apart from God!
B. Present Union – 2:13
“But now…” - The word “now” is contrasted to “formerly” v.11. They used to be “separated from Christ” Now there has been a change:
1. Their Place - “in Christ Jesus”
“In Christ” “not separated from Christ” v.11. Messiah has already come and He has included you Gentiles.
In John 11:28 when Jesus arrived at the home of Lazarus, someone said to Mary: “The Teacher (Jesus) has come and is calling for you.” That is God’s message to the Gentiles.
2. Their Past - “you who once were far off”
They were far away from both God and the Jews. This is not just a physical or temporal place, but a spiritual and eternal place.
3. Their Position – “have been brought near”
The Gentiles could have come to God through Israel, but they were never a part of Israel. They were “proselytes of the gate” They had to stay behind the wall that separated Jews from Gentiles.

Now they are near. Physically, the space was only a few feet, Spiritually, it was immeasurable.
4. Their Passage – “by the blood of Christ”
It would sound great if Paul could say, “the Jews got together and decided that they want to include you Gentiles. First, they could not do that. Second, they would not do that. Jesus brought the Gentiles – and the Jews – nearby His blood – His death on the cross.
II. The Explanation of the Union– 2:14-18
Peace, “εἰρήνη”, is mentioned 4 times in these three verses.
A. The Assertion of Peace – 2:14-15a
1. Jesus is the Peace – “For He, Himself, is our peace”
One of His names is the “Prince of Peace” (Isa.9:6). Apart from Him there is no peace.
2. He made the Peace.

a. He made both (Jew and Gentile) one.
b. He broke down the wall.

“who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation,”
 (It was pictured by the wall in the temple.) He abolished the law of commandments and ordinances. By this he means the Law. The Law has been done away. See also Heb. 7-9; II Cor. 3.
B. The Aim of Peace – 2:15b-16 -- Reconciliation
1. To Jew Reconciled to Gentile in One Body – 2:15b
“so as to create in Himself one ﻿﻿new man from the two,”
· that “new man” is neither of the two

Gal. 2:28
﻿“There is neither Jew nor Greek, ﻿﻿there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all ﻿﻿one in Christ Jesus.”
· and both of them - 
Phil. 3:4-5
“If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I ﻿﻿more so: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, ﻿﻿of the tribe of Benjamin, ﻿﻿a Hebrew of the Hebrews; … 

So, He put to death the enmity between Jew and Gentile.
2. To Reconcile Both to God – 2:16
“and that He might ﻿﻿reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby ﻿﻿putting to death the enmity.”
The cross was not just to reconcile those two groups. The primary emphasis is on reconciling the world to God. He put to death the enmity between man and God. See also (Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 5:18-20; Col. 1:20).
Reconciliation is the man-ward part of the atonement. God is not reconciled to man. Man is the offending party. God is the offended party. Man must be reconciled to God.

Redemption is the sin-ward part of the atonement.
Propitiation is the God-ward part of the atonement, which means satisfaction.
C. The Announcement of Peace - 2:17-18
 “And “καὶ” links v. 14 with 17
Verse 14 says, “He made peace”
Verse 17 says, “He also preached peace”

When did he do this? – He did it through the Apostles. Namely Peter to the Jews “those who were near.” (See Acts 1:8)

To the Jews (Acts 2-7) - Jerusalem
To the Samaritans (Acts 8) - Judea and Samaria
Then Paul to the Gentiles (Acts 9-28) - Uttermost part (Though Peter opened the door. Acts 10-11)
III. The Consequences of the Union – 2:19-22

A. The Fact of the Union – 2:19a
1. Context: Paul is Discussing the “one new man”
“Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners,”
You Gentiles are no longer outsiders. You are on the same level as the Jews.
2. Connection: Gentiles are connected to God’s Household – 2:19b
“but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,”
Notice: He does not mention the word “Israel.” He is not saying that Gentiles are incorporated into Israel. He is saying that believing Jews and Gentiles are incorporated into one new community - the Church. We will see this in the next few verses.
3. Construction: That household is built on a foundation
That foundation has as its cornerstone, “Jesus Christ Himself”
B. The Fashioning of the Relationship – 2:20-22
1. The Foundation – 2:20 -- Apostles and Prophets

“having been ﻿﻿built ﻿﻿on the foundation of the ﻿﻿apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being ﻿﻿the chief cornerstone,”
Apostles and Prophets are not referring to O.T prophets and New Testament Apostles. The order is backwards. They are both N. T. (see also Eph. 3:5 and 4:11). This church began on the Day of Pentecost. See Acts 2 sermon notes on the church website.
The cornerstone is Jesus. This stone is the one by which every other stone, both vertical and horizontal, is aligned. 
2. The Formation – 2:21
“in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into ﻿﻿a holy temple in the Lord,”
The church is an organism, not an organization. It grows of itself. The Holy Spirit supplies the gifted workers and empowers them, but he does not do the work apart from them. When each stone is added to the church, that person with his or her particular gift is important to the growing of the church. Without him or her, the church is falling short just that short of achieving the growth needed to move the church forward toward that God intended function. 
3. The Function – 2:22
“in whom you also are being built together “συναρμολογουμένη” for a ﻿﻿dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 

The function of the Church is: to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.
In the Old Testament God’s Glory was in the Holy of Holies. That showed that He was with His people in the Wilderness Tabernacle or in the Jerusalem Temple.
I believe that that Glory was the Second Person of the Godhead whom we know as Jesus the Christ. [See Ezekiel 10-12 the vision of the departure of the Glory. Ezekiel 43 the vision of the return of the Glory.] [See also Matt. 21:1-17 – Jesus followed that same route on “Palm Sunday,” His Triumphal Entry. Now the church is that temple.]
1 Corinthians 6:19-20
“Or ﻿﻿do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, ﻿﻿and you are not your own? For ﻿﻿you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body ﻿﻿and in your spirit, which are God’s.”


















